FOLLOWING THE WARPATH: The Lake Valley Byway

Like the Quebrados, the road west from 1-25 to Hillsboro and on to
Lake Valley is a BLM Scenic Byway. Top off your tank in TorC,
there’s none to buy in Hillsboro. Ditto groceries and cold beer; |
believe there may be a “wine bar,” but if you want a bag of chips, a
cold drink, a strip of jerky or a can of pork ‘n beans, pick them up
before you see Williamsburg in your rearview mirror.

Hillsboro was the first, biggest and most enduring of the Black
Range mining towns, and was at one time county seat. While never
entirely abandoned, it's dwindled away to a sleepy little village that
has experienced a B&B/art colony revival in recent years. The little
museum has been closed whenever | happened through town, but
there’s a nice little restaurant where the locals gather to drink coffee
and yarn. That's where | picked up most of what little history | know
of the place.

Prospectors found color in the foothills of the Mimbres Mountains In
1877, while the Army was still trying to round up Victorio’s people
after the closure of the Ojo Caliente Agency. The angry Apaches

Like his more celebrated cousin
Smokey Bear, BLM mascot
Seymour Antelope is a native
New Mexican.

killed more than a dozen men in the area that first summer, but the lure of instant riches was too strong to
stem the rush, and Hillsborough (as it was first spelled) boasted more than 300 residents by the end of

the year.
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On the 17th, Osptaln Byron Dawsonm,
wity mon of the Ninth eavalry,
&.#u'ﬂoﬂoﬂﬂnud near-
1y’bhe hundred a6d fifty Thlfsns, strongly

fo the mountains noar tho head-
wmdtholnlﬂmum%:na thirty
miles above Hillsborough. csvtions
hsd the Tndians Besh and so well bdvered,
that the command was hardly sware of
thelr immodiate presence befors Csptain
Dawason found that ha could n:‘m”
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t once, the tzoops secking the best cover
po-ihlolnlh-nﬁhﬂq vastly the
edvatrtige in that respect. * . 3
““Abgut ten 0'clock in the morning, Cap-
tain Beyer's command of fifty-two wen, ‘s
number of whom were citizens, reached the
woone of conflict. Owing to the oconstant
snd galling fire of the savages ~3d the
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ootld do no more than afford Capiain Daw-
non-all posstble wid, in the Hope of wiitieat.
ing him and hiv men from chelr pertlons
position, The fight continued until just at
dark, when Oaptain Beyor commonced to
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two Navajo soouts; wonnded, two privates
of Oo, B) Nislliodvalry,’ and two Navajo

tisod’the tospifal thaly add' the™ personal ]
bagiiage of ali“Abs offfcers exoopt two:

aredit for beWewyssd” good conduct.
Adbdby 50 efthdons) & youny ‘mdan mamed
Balen, of sho . Plactrcs; - specially. distin-
o winidad soldiar across a-opese six hun-
Ared ipeb wid, sd ovity polvdaf whicll he
was oxpencd. (o the heavy fire of ibe e
ages. Dy, Keanon, who soccompanied tha)
otwmxand ao seadical ‘u'w 3 narrow
@ecape, his feld-glnses away
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From the latest information we can now
@ribaay Major Morrew, -who has taken
flold with oll 4ho available Groops
soouts, is now' b MoEvet's ramch, near
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to move fobward against Victorio’s posi-
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¢ Thersday wvening the prople of Hills
i —ww borongh werw alootrified by the tntelligence
e thabthe TSR hod Tnided the plscer
- camp, about five wiles below that town.
~w - The ngws came (0 the uffoct that thay had
widden {nto camp o great sumbers, mount-
edon
~- -.reyolvers anl gavermmand_rifies. They
. #acked he camp, driving off between
. y head of stook. Thy mine
ers wore montly all at work on their olaims,
"7 and haviog no thought of an sttack, hed
7T U7 et thelr arms in thelr cobing, Some few,
however, raabed for and_ obtained thelr
guns and opened firs on the band of red
Goviln wa they wore riding hither nod thithe)
er throaghehe camp. Thin fire seemed to
¢xaspernts (be Indians, who Immediately
b0t and masgled soveral women and
i children in isclatel cabing, a1 also wound-
. Ing séveral men, They then rode off in »
body—the band numbered soveuty-Sve tof o
one hundred Indiane—driving the captur-|
od stock before them, in the direction of hat
the Parches river. Asuuther of miners| )
— — wode pell.mell to Hillshorough, earrying | ¢ o
Ihdutlngamn_ndﬂlhgthnthoop- the
©—  per:olored devils were heading toward Ha
that town, For a while this canmed groat
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Bition and exci Women agd [ 0
children were gnthered together in a pom- —
Nlphﬂd-dﬁy.ndlhton.mu‘i

wofally deficiest th o, presentsd x wtir
ring and martial appearance. 8Boou came
ancther coariet from the placers saying
that the band bad divided into two partins
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one towandthe Trujillo place, and the oth-
er loward MoRvar's glenegn. A band of
twenly Americans, octly srmed and
poorly mounted, started out al once Lo in-
beroept thom.  This band wax followsd by
Other umaller o wis:
éver they could find horses and guna to go
with, The firsl party which started after
he [ndiaks cume wpom them in cora-
finld the other eide of MeEvar's house, and
immédiately gave them battle; bui the
lundlhnd-ﬂ-uoontpowm
in umnbers and was 20 much better armed
that the Amerioan boyn were scattered—
slthough fgbting in & brave masner, only
tike boys can de—like ehaft
Bofors the wind. ﬂ.,b'oh“m
od, each man taking cars of himsslf sa best
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“Mwofihnd-un occupant,
and & large number of Indian borses wers
« laft riderioss betore they fell beok. The
parties going 1o their assistance united on
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ment of Indians before they conld resch
tha claiegs, where they could hear the bat-
Ue waging. The relieving party et opee
uﬂdlhdu-ﬂ-mdntnﬂu.n
s only men can Sght whoes Ny are at
fewse, balall o no purpose—the odds
were too grest, they being outaumbered
len to ene. Thoy maw they were surround-
©d, s abower of Indian bullets was being
w-dh-pnuuukm., from
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Dessdos the tan Mrticass whom we bave
Reotistelds being massarred anl were
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s ook seves men, whose Bodles Bave
beea fosnd sad interd. Desbde
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Nanlom, Do Wilisses, 4. Proltsee. Tom
Hoghes, M: Therston s 8 wakuews
sad brave man

1l

"The 0w¥E OF WENNY Detrim- =

- I

The Arizona Daily Star reported the violence around Hillsboro during the Victorio War..
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Gold Dust is long gone, but there are still a half-dozen picturesque buildings standing at Lake
Valley (although the town site has moved since 1881). A little museum in the WPA-era
schoolhouse preserves an excellent newspaper account of Nana’s raid through the neighborhood.

The county road up Berrenda Creek is now Kaytennae Trail, indicating some knowledge of local
history. Nachee (more commonly spelled "Naiche”) was the son of Cochise and at least nominally
chief of the Chokonen band; | haven’t found any indication he was one of Nana’s raiders.
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