
Following the Warpath: Fort Bayard 

 

Just outside Silver City, Fort Bayard has neither melted back into the desert sands like Fort 
Cummings and Craig nor been restored like Fort Stanton, Instead it stands eerily silent, empty but 
not quite abandoned. 



 

, preserved like a fly in amber in its final incarnation as a VA hospital more than 40 years ago.  

 



 
The enlisted barracks and stables are gone, and the old parade ground has been invaded by gophers,  

 
 but the former officers’ quarters are still dignified, imposing structures, 



 

 and even what was the housing for married NCOs (and later hospital staff) is still in 
remarkably good condition. 



 

A statue on the parade ground commemorates the courage of Corporal Clinton 
Greaves. “In 1877 a band of 40 Apaches who had fled the San Carlos Reservation in 
Arizona attacked a party of six Buffalo Soldiers of the 9th Cavalry, their officer and three 
Navajo scouts in the Florida Mountains. Fighting his way through the encirclement, 
Corporal Clinton Greaves led the party to safety and was subsequently awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor.” 

 



 

A plaque at the base lists the names of the 13 men who won the MoH in NM Territory 

during the Apache Wars. 

A full history of Fort Bayard at http://newmexicohistory.org/places/fort-bayard 

 

http://newmexicohistory.org/places/fort-bayard

